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Growing global interest in food environments in 
response to the need to improve dietary, nutrition 

and health outcomes.
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• Increasing consensus around the food environment as an interface within 
the wider food system (FAO, 2016; HLPE, 2017; Turner et al., 2018; HLPE, 2020).

• Increasing recognition that the food environment is comprised of diverse 
food sources (Turner et al., 2018; Downs et al., 2020):

A. Market based (formal and informal)

B. Own production (rural, peri-urban, urban)

C. Wild food harvesting

D. Transfers or gifts
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O’Meara et al., (2021) Consumer experiences of food environments during the Covid-19 pandemic: global insights from a rapid online survey of individuals from 

119 countries, Global Food Security, 32



Ten policy entry points to build more resilient food environments and harness positive dietary-related 
behaviors manifested through the Covid-19 pandemic 
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Food Environment Research

Current developments and future directions

Insights from the ANH Academy Food Environment Working Group and IMMANA grantees (and you!)
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Fiscal
• Taxation of unhealthy foods
• Subsidies for healthy foods

Environmental
• Restriction of the sale 

of unhealthy foods 
• Public procurement 

and services policies

Informational
• Food based dietary 

guidelines
• Front of pack 

nutrition labelling
• Restrictions on 

marketing and 
media (physical, 
digital, social)

Engagement 
• Community co-design 

of place-based 
interventions and 
solutions – e.g. 
regional, city scale, 
etc.!

Educational
• Improving food literacy, 

skills and knowledge



Thank you!
Q&A
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