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Viable Cities 2050

 Desirability

 Plausibility/feasibility

 Viability (long-term sustainability)



Desirable cities by students from different countries

http://www.hey.ntu.edu.sg



Boston Globe, December 24, 1900
by Thomas F. Anderson

Three main challenges:

• increase in population

• development of 

commerce 

• improvement of 

transportation facilities





Boston Globe, December 24, 1900
on weather

“He (local forecast official) really did make a serious effort to help The 

Globe out in this important matter, but after spending a whole week 

immersed in a mass of therometric and barometric computations, 

celestial charts, hydrographic reports and humorous weather stories 

from the back files of the Boston papers, Sergt Smith was obliged to 

give it up as a bad job and go off for a two-days’ vacation.”



Term ‘viable city’ 

 Inspired by metaphors from biology and medicine: 

Viability — capability for living, growing and developing, 

especially under particular environmental conditions 



Strong consortium

Viable Cities: a cross-sectorial, transdisciplinary and multi-stakeholder 

approach

Public Authorities

Universities/Research Institutes

Industry in core SSC-sectors

Civil society
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The attractive and liveable city

The climate neutral city

The climate adapted city

The responsive city

The integrative, collaborative city

The resource saving city

The eco-friendly city

The resilient city

The responsible city

Viable city 2050



Focus areas & 
cross-cutting 
themes 



People-centered holistic approach 
to sustainable urban development 
with ICT as an enabler



Research, Innovation, 
Demonstration projects
 Meet energy and climate challenges 

in cities

 Use digitalisation and citizens’ 

engagement  

 Are cross-sectorial and 

transdisciplinary

 Are based on citizens’ needs and 

deliver benefits for citizens

 Facilitate gender equality  and 

diversity

 Enable scalability, replicability and 

interoperability



Activities

Knowledge and Innovation 

Actions

Support and Coordination

Activities

Research, development & innovation

Demonstration

Roadmap & critical analysis

Knowledge sharing & capacity building

Policy, regulation & standards

Entrepreneurship & growth

Internationalisation



Achieving energy and 

climate goals and 

sustainable growth

Pathway to viable cities and 
the ‘zero-emission’ society



Thank you!


